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Situational vs epistemic modality

Epistemic modality:

,Epistemic modality indicates that the certainty or possibility of the
information described is based on the speaker’s personal opinion” (van
der Auwera & Ammann 2013)

Situational modality:

,Situational modality indicates that an action can or need to take place
according to internal or external factors, such as basic human needs or
social conventions.” (Nuyts 2016)



Overlap between situational and epistemic
modal marking
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Situational vs epistemic possibility

Hungarian:
Masa mar otthon le-het
Masa already at.home be-POSS

"Masa is probably already at home!
’Masa is already allowed to be home.’

— overlap



Situational vs epistemic necessity

Hungarian
Masa-nak mar otthon kell  le-nni-e
Masa-DAT  already home must be-INF-35G

)

’Masa should already be home (according to my knowledge).
"Masa should already be home (because she has to).

- overlap



Means to express modality

Modal suffixes
* ma-lan-na mébnga-s kaj-man
* we-DAT-1Pl home-ILL go-PTCP.NEC
* "We need to go home!’

Modal auxiliaries
* Masa-lan mal-as kiil-es
* Masa-DAT sleep-INF need-3sG
* 'Masa has to sleep’

Subordinate clauses
* Avtobus-lan oksa o-k site lij-an
* Bus-DAT money neg-3sG suffice be-cvs
* 'The money might not be enough for the bus.’

Lexical modifiers
* Masa ese o-k male dar
* Masa yet neg-3sG sleep maybe
* 'Masa might not be sleeping yet.

kert-es
be.able.to-3sG



Questions

* How situational and epistemic modality are expressed in the Volga-
Kama Sprachbund?

* Is there overlap between situational and epistemic modal marking?



Meadow Mari



Neccessity

Masa uze mal-sas

Masa already sleep-PTCP.FUT

"Masa must already be sleeping (because she has to).
’Masa must already be sleeping (I think).

Masa-lan uze mal-man.

Masa-DAT already sleep-INF.NEC

"Masa already needs to sleep.’

Masa-lan uze mal-as kiil-es.
Masa-DAT already sleep-INF need-3sG
"Masa already has to sleep.’



Possibility

Masa uze mal-es, lij-an kert-es.
Masa already sleep-3sG be-cvB be.able.to-3sG
I may be that Masa is already sleeping’

Masa uze mal-es dar.

Masa already sleep-3sG probably
"Probably Masa already is sleeping.”’

Masa-lan uze mal-as lij-es.
Masa-DAT already sleep-INF be-35G
’Masa can (is allowed to) sleep already.’



Conclusion

— overlap in necessity (with modal suffix)
— no overlap in possibility



Udmurt



Necessity

Masa-li iZ-jnj kul-e ni
Masa-DAT  sleep-INF  must-3sG  already

’Masa has to bee sleeping already (because she was told to).
’Masa has to be sleeping already (I think).

Masa-li iZ-ono ni.
Masa-DAT  sleep-PTCP

"Masa needs to be sleeping already.



Possibility

Masa iz-e ni dir.
Masa sleep-3sG already probably
"Masa is probably sleeping.’

Bigat-e lu-ini, Masa iz-e ni.
can-3sG be-INF MasSa sleep-3sG already
‘It may be that Masa is already sleeping’

Masa-li iZ-jnj jara.

Masa-DAT sleep-INF free

’Masa can sleep. (lit. Masa is free to sleep.)’

Masa iz-jni bigat-e
Masa sleep-INF can-3sG
"Masa can sleep.



Conclusion

— overlap in necessity (auxiliary construction)
udmurt kule <> mari kiiles

— no overlap in possibility



Erzya and Moksha



Necessity

Erzya

Masa-nen erav-i udo-ms.

Masa-DAT must-3sG  sleep-INF

"Masa must be sleeping.” (both epistemic and situational)

Moksha
Masa-ti erav-i uda-ms.
Masa-DET.GEN must-3sG  aludni-INF

"Masa must sleep.” (situational only)



Possibility

Moksha
Ulama, Masa ud-i.
probably  Masa sleep-3sG



Conclusion

* Necessity: in Erzya it (=auxiliary construction) overlaps, but in
Moksha, the same construction does is not accepted to overlap

* Possibility: ?? (probably no overlap)



Chuvash



Necessity

Mawa-H cbledp-mannda.
Masa-GEN  sleep-NEC
"Masa has to sleep.’

Mawa cbl8ApP-amb nysa-manna.
Masa sleep-3sG  be-NEC
"Masa must be sleeping (I think).’



Tatar



Necessity

Mawa yay byn-bip2a mueuw.
Masa awake be-INF must

"Masa must be awake.”’

’Masa must be awake (I assume).

Mawa-2a  yay byn-bipea  KUPS3K.
she-DAT awake be-INF must
‘'she must be awake. (She is obliged to.)’



Possibility

Mauwa, MOraeH, o/1e  MOKNA-MbIM TOpraH-Aablp
Masa probably  now sleep-PTCP.NEG ??-possibly
"Masa, | think, might be sleeping’



muew 1N Eastern Mari

usage is completely complementary with -sas

Masa uze mal-sas

Masa already sleep-PTCP.FUT

Masa uze mal-as ties

Masa already sleep-INF  must
mal-as kiil-es

mal-as lij-es



References

Bereczki, Gabor 1983. A Volga — Kama vidék nyelveinek arealis kapcsolatai. in: Balazs Janos (szerk.) Arealis nyelvészeti
tanulmanyok. Tankdnyvkiado. Budapest.

Bereczki, Gabor 1990. Chrestomathia ceremissica. Tankonyvkiadé. Budapest.

van der Auwera, Johan & Ammann, Andreas. 2013. Overlap between Situational and Epistemic Modal Marking. In: Dryer,
Matthew S. & Haspelmath, Martin (eds.) The World Atlas of Language Structures Online. Leipzig: Max Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Anthropology. (Available online at http://wals.info/chapter/76, Accessed on 2018-08-01.)

de Haan, Ferdinand 2012. Typological approaches to modality. Frawley, William (ed.) 2012. The Expression of Modality. The
Expression of Cognitive Categories ECC 1. Mouton de Gruyter. New York.

Havas et al. 2015. = Havas Ferenc & Csepregi Marta & F. Gulyas Nikolett & Németh Szilvia 2015. Az ugor nyelvek tipologiai
adatbazisa. Budapest: ELTE Finnugor Tanszek

Johanson, Lars & Csato, Eva A. (eds.) 1998. The Turkic Languages. Routledge. London & New York.
Kel’'makov, Valentin & Hannikainen, Sara 2008. Udmurtin kielioppia ja harjoituksia. Suomalais-Ugrilainen Seura. Helsinki.
Krueger, John B. 1961. Chuvash Manual. Introduction, Grammar, Reader and Vocabulary. Indiana University. Bloomington.

Nuyts, Jan 2012. Modality: Overview and linguistic issues. in: Frawley, William (ed.) 2012. The Expression of Modality. The
Expression of Cognitive Categories ECC 1. Mouton de Gruyter. New York.

Nuyts, Jan. & van der Auwera, J. (ed.) 2016, The Oxford Handbook of Modality and Mood, Oxford University Press. Oxford.

Poppe, Nicholas 1963. Tatar manual. Descriptive grammar with texts and Tatar-English Glossary. Indiana University.
Bloomington.

Riese, Timothy — Bradley, Jeremy — Schotschel, Monika — Yefremova, Tatiana 2017. Mari (mapuit nbinme). An Essential
Grammar for International Learners. University of Vienna. Draft.



Thank you!
Tay!

Tay!
Croknpa!
Tay!
PaxmaT!

timar.bogata@gmail.com

The research was conducted with the financial help of the project NKFI K 125282.


mailto:timar.bogata@gmail.com

